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What is Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) in France?
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Dominant approaches of French SRI
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French SRI as a new Social Movement

The French SRI Movement satisfies the four features of the new social
movements (Touraine, 1969; Zald and Berger, 1978):
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Research Question

To what extent and under which conditions can these
new social movements change economic institutions?

A longitudinal case study of the impacts of the French
SRI Movement’s ‘field-framing’ (Goffman, 1974;
Benford and Snow, 2000; Lounsbury et al., 2003) on
the French asset management field’s institutional
logics (DiMaggio and Powell, 1983; Friedland and
Alford, 1991).

Empirical support:
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Theoretical background

Organizational Field

Incumbents’
institutional logics

Social Movement

Challengers’
institutional logics Field

Framing

> The political and active construction (Goffman, 1974; Benford and
Snow, 2000; Lounsbury et al., 2003; McAdam et al., 1996) used by
challengers to change a field’s institutional logics (e.g. the incumbents’
organizational principles) (DiMaggio and Powell, 1983; Friedland and
Alford, 1991). It relies on the:

 mobilizing structures: the organizational forms available to
the challengers;

 political opportunity structures: which provide the context
to the challengers.
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Research Methods
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Case study findings
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Contributions
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